
Clouds
Darn! These pesky intruders have annoyed astronomers for millennia.
Kitt Peak usually has clear skies; call us at (520) 318-8726 and join us
again some time.

Saturn
Saturn, the second-largest planet in the Solar System, is known for its
showy but thin rings made of ice chunks as small as dust and as large as
buildings. Its largest moon, Titan, has an atmosphere and hydrocarbon
lakes; at least 61 smaller moons orbit Saturn.

Moon
The same side of the Moon always faces Earth because the lunar
periods of rotation and revolution are the same. The surface of the moon
is covered with impact craters and lava-filled basins. The Moon is about a
fourth of Earth's diameter and is about 30 Earth-diameters away.

Mizar & Alcor
In the handle of the Big Dipper, Mizar & Alcor (ζ & 80 Ursae Majoris) or the “Horse &

Rider” form a naked-eye double star. They are traveling through space together about

80 light-years away from us, separated by about a light-year. However, it is unknown if

they are actually gravitationally bound to each other. A telescope splits Mizar itself into

two stars, but these both are again doubles, bringing the total in this system to six.    

Kitt Peak Nightly Observing Program
Splendors of the Universe on YOUR Night!
Many pictures are links to larger versions. 
Click here for the “Best images of the OTOP” Gallery and more information.
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Spacewatch
Spacewatch is the name of a group at the University of Arizona's Lunar
and Planetary Laboratory founded by Prof. Tom Gehrels and Dr. Robert
S. McMillan in 1980.  Today, Spacewatch is led by Dr. Robert S.
McMillan.  The original goal of Spacewatch was to explore the various
populations of small objects in the solar system, and study the statistics
of asteroids and comets in order to investigate the dynamical evolution of
the solar system.  CCD scanning studies the Main-Belt, Centaur, Trojan,
Comet, Trans-Neptunian, and Earth-approaching asteroid populations.
 Spacewatch also found potential targets for interplanetary spacecraft
missions. Spacewatch currently focuses primarily on followup astrometry
of such targets, and especially follows up objects that might present a
hazard to the Earth.

  
Many thanks to Melissa Brucker for giving us a tour!

Your Telescope Operator and Guide. Thank you for joining me this
evening! See you soon!!

Your Telescope Operator and Guide. Thank you for joining me this
evening! See you soon!!

The web page for the program in which you just participated is at Nightly Observing Program. Most of the above
images were taken as part of the Overnight Telescope Observing Program. For more information on this unique
experience please visit Overnight Telescope Observing Program. 
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