
Clouds
Darn! These pesky intruders have annoyed astronomers for millennia.
Kitt Peak usually has clear skies; call us at (520) 318-8726 and join us
again some time.

The Green Flash
What we call "The Green Flash" is not so much a flash as a flicker of
green color, seen on the top of the sun as it sets (or rises). This rare
event needs just the right atmospheric conditions.

Mercury
Mercury, the closest planet to the Sun, always appears near the Sun in
the sky and is only visible shortly after sunset or before sunrise. It zips
around the Sun every 88 days and is named for the speedy Roman
messenger god.

Algieba (γ Leo)
Algieba (γ Leonis) is a binary star in the mane of Leo, the lion. These two golden-yellow

giant stars are about 23 and 10 times the diameter of the Sun, and are about 130 light-

years away. Their orbital period is over 500 years. In 2009, a giant planet was found

orbiting one of these stars.

Kitt Peak Nightly Observing Program
Splendors of the Universe on YOUR Night!
Many pictures are links to larger versions. 
Click here for the “Best images of the OTOP” Gallery and more information.

http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/observers/clouds.gif
http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/observers/green4.jpg
http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/observers/merc.jpg
http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/observers/algieba.jpg
http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/Prog/bestImages.php


Mayall 4 Meter Telescope
The Mayall 4 Meter Telescope was, at the time it was built, one of the largest telescopes in

the world. Today, its mirror—which weighs 15 tons—is relatively small next to the mirrors

of the world's largest telescopes. Completed in the mid-'70s, the telescope is housed in an

18-story tall dome, which is designed to withstand hurricane force winds. A blue equatorial

horseshoe mount helps the telescope point and track the sky. A new instrument called

DESI (Dark Energy Spectroscopic Instrument) will soon be installed on the 4-meter. Once

installed, DESI will take spectra of millions of the most distant galaxies and quasars,

which astronomers will use to study the effect of dark matter on the expansion of the

universe.

The Mayall 4 Meter is named for Nicholas U. Mayall, a former director of Kitt Peak

National Observatory who oversaw the building of the telescope.

Many thanks to Dave Summers, Bob McMillan, and Melissa Brucker for showing us the

telescope and talking about their research with Spacewatch!

Your Telescope Operator and Guide. Thank you for joining me this
evening! See you soon!!

Your Telescope Operator and Guide. Thank you for joining me this
evening! See you soon!!

The web page for the program in which you just participated is at Nightly Observing Program. Most of the above
images were taken as part of the Overnight Telescope Observing Program. For more information on this unique
experience please visit Overnight Telescope Observing Program. 
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