
Kitt Peak Nightly Observing Program

Splendors of the Universe on YOUR Night!
Many pictures are links to larger versions.
Click here for the “Best images of the OTOP” Gallery and more information.

Venus, the second planet, is the brightest natural object 
in the sky other than the Sun and Moon and is often 
erroneously called the “morning star” or “evening star.” 
It is completely wrapped in sulfuric acid clouds and its 
surface is hot enough to melt lead.

The Green Flash: A smidge of green on the top of the 
sun as it sets (or rises). This rare event needs just the 
right atmospheric conditions. 

Milky Way: That clumpy band of light is evidence that 
we live in a disk-shaped galaxy. Its pale glow is light 
from about 200 billion suns! 

Satellites: Human technology! There are almost 500 of 
these in Low Earth Orbit (we can't see the higher ones). 
We see these little "moving stars" because they reflect 
sunlight. 

The Winter Hexagon or Winter Circle/Oval is an 
asterism appearing to be in the form of a hexagon 
with vertices at Rigel, Aldebaran, Capella, Pollux, 



Procyon, and Sirius. It is mostly upon the Northern 
Hemisphere's celestial sphere. 

Smaller and more regularly shaped is the Winter 
Triangle (also known as the Great Southern 
Triangle), an approximately equilateral triangle that 
shares two vertices (Sirius and Procyon) with the 
larger asterism. The third vertex is Betelgeuse, 
which lies near the center of the hexagon. These 
three stars are three of the ten brightest objects, as 
viewed from Earth, outside the Solar System. 
Betelgeuse is also particularly easy to locate, being 
a shoulder of Orion, which assists stargazers in 
finding the triangle. 

Your Telescope Operator and Guide. Thank you 
for joining me this evening! See you soon!!

The web page for the program in which you just participated is at Nightly Observing 
Program. Most of the above images were taken as part of the Overnight Telescope 
Observing Program. For more information on this unique experience please visit 
Overnight Telescope Observing Program.
Copyright © 2015 Kitt Peak Visitor Center 


