
Kitt Peak Nightly Observing Program 

Splendors of the Universe on YOUR Night! 

Many pictures are links to larger versions. 

Click here for the “Best images of the OTOP” Gallery and more information. 

 

 

Gamma Virginis is a binary star, consisting of two 

stars of approximately equal apparent magnitudes 

3.65 and 3.56 with an orbital period of 168.93 

years. The system is 39 light years away from the 

Sun.  

 

 

M35: An open star cluster of over 300 stars. It lies at a 

distance of 2,800 ly, near the foot of Castor, one of the 

Gemini twins. Could you see the tiny cluster NGC 

2158 nearby?  

 

 

M15: A distant globular cluster, 33,000 lightyears 

away. It has a hundred thousand suns, and is one of the 

oldest known globular clusters, having formed about 

12 billion years ago!  

 

http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/Prog/bestImages.php
http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/observers/m15blocks.jpg


 

Neptune, eighth planet from the Sun, is a blue “gas 

giant” about 4 Earth-diameters across. At least 14 

moons orbit Neptune. Galileo accidentally observed 

Neptune in 1612 and 1613 but did not realize it 

differed from the stars—its true discovery would wait 

until 1846. 

 

 

The same side of the Moon always faces Earth 

because the lunar periods of rotation and revolution are 

the same. The surface of the moon is covered with 

impact craters and lava-filled basins. The Moon is 

about a fourth of Earth's diameter and is about 30 

Earth-diameters away. 

 

 

NGC 7662: A planetary nebula nicknamed the "Blue 

Snowball." It is a round cloud thrown off by a dying 

star, expanded to 1.6 lightyears in diameter. The 

expanding hot gas would have fried any planets 

orbiting the star.  

 

 

Clouds: Darn! These pesky intruders have annoyed 

astronomers for millenia. Kitt Peak usually has clear 

skies; call us at (520) 318-8726 and join us again some 

time.  

 

 

The Summer Triangle is an astronomical asterism 

involving an imaginary triangle drawn on the 

northern hemisphere's celestial sphere, with its 

defining vertices at Altair, Deneb, and Vega, the 

brightest stars in the three constellations of 

Aquila, Cygnus, and Lyra, respectively. 

 

 

Your Telescope Operator and Guide. Thank you 

for joining me this evening! See you soon!! 

 

 The web page for the program in which you just participated is at Nightly Observing 

Program. Most of the above images were taken as part of the Overnight Telescope 

http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/Prog/nop.php
http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/Prog/nop.php
http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/observers/moon_s.jpg
http://www.noao.edu/kpvc/observers/n7662block.jpg


Observing Program. For more information on this unique experience please visit 

Overnight Telescope Observing Program. 
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